
Sites Reservoir Project
Virtual Public Meeting

Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report 
/Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement

December 15, 2021, 6:00τ8:00 PM
December 16, 2021, 9:00τ11:00 AM



Meeting Agenda
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Project Presentation 9:00τ9:35 AM

Questions and Answers 9:35τ9:55 AM

RDEIR/SDEIS Public Comment 9:55τ11:00 AM

This meeting is being recorded.



Project Presentation

Ali Forsythe, Sites Project Authority



Presentation Agenda

ÅSites Reservoir
ҍOverview
ҍChanges since 2017
ҍProject today

ÅCalifornia Environmental Quality Act and National 
Environmental Policy Act 
ҍPurpose
ҍ!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ

ÅRevised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS
ҍPreliminary findings
ҍHow to provide comments
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Sites Reservoir
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ÅProposed off-stream reservoir 
west of Maxwell, CA

ÅDivert water from the 
Sacramento River in higher flow 
conditions

ÅStore water in the new Sites 
Reservoir for later use by farms, 
cities, and the environment

ÅFunded by State and Federal 
governments and public water 
agencies

ÅA tool to help the state restore 
flexibility, reliability, and 
resilience to our statewide 
water supply



As Envisioned in 2017

Å2017 Project
ҍ1.8 million acre-foot reservoir

ҍ3 intakes (about 6,000 cfs diversion capacity in total)

ҍNew Delevan Pipeline and intake

ҍPump/generation facility

Å2017 Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR)/
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)
ҍReleased August 2017

ҍ137 Comments Letters
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Refinements in 2019/2020

ÅCost considerations and environmental impacts lead to 
rethinking the Project in 2019/2020
ҍ16 new / modified configurations considered

ÅKey changes to the Project
ҍChanges in facility footprints and new footprint areas

ҍChanges in operations
ÅChanges in diversion criteria

ÅReduction in diversion ability from 6,000 cfs to 3,900 cfs

ҍChanges in conveyance (removal of Delevan pipeline, 
addition of Dunnigan pipeline)

ҍFull or partial release to the Colusa Basin Drain 
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Decision to Revise and Recirculate 
Draft EIR and Supplement Draft EIS

ÅRevisions to the Project resulted in the identification of 
new alternatives not previously analyzed in the 2017 
Draft EIR/EIS

ÅPreparation of a Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft 
EIS allows the Authority and Reclamation ability to: 
ҍAddress changes to the Project

ҍUpdate modeling baseline

ҍUpdate existing conditions and cumulative projects

ҍPrepare an analysis that takes into consideration the 
comments received on the 2017 Draft EIR/EIS
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Alternatives Considered in the Revised 
Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS
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Facilities / 
Operations

Alternative 1 ς!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ 
Preferred Project

Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Reservoir Size 1.5 MAF 1.3 MAF 1.5 MAF

Hydropower Incidental upon release Same as Alt 1 Same as Alt 1

Diversion Locations Red Bluff Pumping Plant and 
Hamilton City

Same as Alt 1 Same as Alt 1

Conveyance 
Release / Dunnigan 
Release

1,000 cubic feet per second 
(cfs) into new Dunnigan 
Pipeline to Colusa Basin Drain

1,000 cfs into new Dunnigan 
Pipeline to Sacramento River.  
Partial release into the Colusa 
Basin Drain

Same as Alt 2

Reclamation 
Involvement

1. Funding Partner
2. Operational Exchanges

a. Within Year Exchanges
b. Real-time Exchanges

Operational Exchanges
a. Within Year Exchanges
b. Real-time Exchanges

Same as Alt 1, but up to 25% 
investment

DWR Involvement Operational Exchanges with 
Oroville and storage in SWP 
facilities South-of-Delta

Same as Alt 1 Same as Alt 1

Route to West Side 
of Reservoir

Bridge across reservoir Paved road around southern 
end of reservoir

Same as Alt 1



Alternative 1 and 3 Facilities

ÅUpdated Revised Project Description

ÅMap of Alt 1 ς!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 










































