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Topic: Sites Reservoir Project 

Subject: Monthly Status Report          Report Period:  2021 July 
 

Monthly Status Summary:  

The development of  the Sites Project  continues to make progress in  the cr it ical  areas 
including the fol lowing act ivit ies:  
 

Reclamation FY22 WIIN Request for  Si tes totals  $80M:   Reclamation proposed the 
FY22 appropriat ions of  the WIIN storage account to Congress and included $80M for 
the Sites project,  which is  the largest  al locat ion among the WIIN authorized 
projects.  This is  a very posit ive indicat ion from Reclamation of  their  strong interest  
in  part icipat ing in the project.   Recal l  that  the federal  feasibi l i ty report  f inal ized in 
December 2020 determined up to 25% cost  share by the federal  govern ment was 
warranted.  Congress st i l l  needs to approve of the recommendation in its  upcoming 
appropriat ion act ions this year and then the funds wil l  be avai lable for qual if ied 
project  act ivit ies.  
 
EPA WIFIA Letter  of  Interest  Submitted:  The project  team successful ly completed  a 
very competit ive letter of  interest  submission in response to  EPA ’s  2021 cal l  for 
interest  in  a  WIFIA loan.  The amount of  a Sites loan was proposed to be up to 
$600M.  WIFIA loan terms are general ly favorable compared to other f inancing 
options.  This submittal  was responsive to  EPA ’s  evaluation form and select ion 
cr iteria.   EPA now takes al l  of  the submissions received from across the country and 
evaluates against  pre -establ ished criteria  to determine a short  l ist  of  projects for 
loan considerat ion .  Notif icat ions of  the results of  this  evaluat ion are expected this 
fal l  and short- l isted projects would then proceed to make a formal appl icat ion  and 
take approx.  18 months before closing on a loan .  I f  unsuccessful  this  round or i f  
addit ional  funds are to be s ought for the project ,  annual  cal ls  for interest are made 
by EPA dependent on Congressional  appropriat ions  and the project  would pursue 
these opportunit ies .  
 
Letter  of  Mutual  Understanding  signed with RWE’s Janus Solar  Project:   In  support 
of the Authority’s  renewable energy goals for the Sites project,  the project  team 
has been coordinating  with RWE which is  developing an 80MW battery storage solar 
faci l i ty within  Colusa County (approx.  5-mile distance from the future Sites 
Reservoir ) .   Projected load prof i les were exchanged with RWE and it  was determined 
RWE’s Janus faci l i ty  and other asset s have the capabil ity to meet al l  of  the Sites 
Project  needs with renewable energy.   Th e understanding between the two projects 
is  that  coordination and planning wil l  continue without making any binding 
contractual  commitment s at  this  t ime.  The Janus faci l i ty is  expected to be 
operat ional  in  2023 . 
 
Environmental  Planning  and Permitting and Water Rights Activity :  

•  Efforts were focused on resolving comments received on the Administrat ive Draft 
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RDEIR/SDEIS and preparing the public draft  version  including working sessions 
with legal  counsel  and l ive edit  meetings with Reclamation staff  and legal 
counsel.  

•  Meetings with TCCA, GCID  and Colusa County to address comments and 
outstanding issues on the RDEIR/SDEIS .  

•  Coordinat ion with the Communicat ions Team on the scheduling,  format and 
materials  needed for upcoming public meetings ,  including Spanish translat ion of 
the RDEIR/SDEIS Executive Summary,  RDEIR/SDEIS Co mmunity Guide and Fact 
Sheet.  

•  Ongoing AB 52 consultat ion,  including meeting with Yocha Deh e Wintun Nation. 

•  Ongoing coordination with CDFW on 60 -day process to resolve outstanding 
comments on the aquatics and terrestrial  b iological  resources analysis  of  the 
RDEIR/SDEIS .  

•  Began review of  the Administrat ive Draft  Biological  Assessment .  Continued 
coordination and discuss ion of  Reclamation’s role as lead for the operat ions 
consultat ion under Sect ion 7 of  the Endangered Species  Act.  

•  Continued coordination with the U.S.  Army Corps of  Engineers and SWRCB on the 
Clean Water Act  404 and 401 permit appl icat ion s effort .   Meetings with TCCA and 
GCID to discuss  the Clean Water Act  permitt ing approach as it  relates to their 
exist ing infrastructure.   

•  Continued mit igat ion planning and coordination with the mit igat ion and adaptive 
management small  working group . 

•  Continued monthly coordination meetings with SWRCB staff  and discussion of 
project  descript ion and proposed exchanges   

•  Continued development of water r ight  appl icat ion and water avai labi l i ty analysis  
and ref inement of  the  Project’s  place of  use and points of  rediversion  with 
Part icipants  input.   

•  Meetings with Colusa County to review area of  origin considerat ions  for Funks 
and Stone Corral  creeks.   

 

 


