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2018 March 16 Reservoir Committee Meeting – Staff Report Agenda Item 2-4 

Requested Action: 

No act ion requested. Informat ional  i tem.  

Detailed Description/Background: 

As a fo l low-up to our meeting on December 12, 2017, the Sites staff,  Reclamation staff 

and Sites Project  consultants met with staff f rom the NOAA Fisher ies West  Coast  Region 

(NMFS) on February 13, 2018. At  that  meeting we presented information regarding our 

approach to ident i fy and refine:  

• the potent ia l  e ffects of the Si tes Project  to ecological ly important habitat  in the

Sacramento River and adjacent wet lands/f loodpla ins

• alternat ive operat ions that  could reduce or a l leviate negat ive effects

• the understanding of the hydrologic,  f isheries and habitat character ist ics

Sites staff and consultants presented prel iminary information deve lop after the release 

of the Draft  EIR/S regarding habitat  mapping, inundated area mapping, f low -inundated 

area analysis, secondary channel  features,  and exist ing hydrology. Sites staff a lso 

provided an update on the WSIP process and status.  

Meet ing part ic ipants agreed to further pre -appl icat ion consultat ion meetings th is  

spr ing. Sites suggested the deve lopment of a prel iminary draft  work plan to address 

some of the concerns expressed by NMFS in the ir  comment letter  on the  EIS. S ince the 

meeting Sites staff  have provided pdf copies of the WSIP appeal  let ter and attachments 

to NMFS staff .  

In their comment letter on the Draft  EIR/S, the Ca l i fornia  Department of Fish and 

Wildl i fe  ident i f ied that the CDFW personnel would be ava i lab le for  consul tat ion 

regarding the b io logical resources and strategies to minimize and/or mit igate impacts. 

After several  attempts,  S ites Project  consultants met with staff f rom the CDFW on March 

19, 2018. At  that  meet ing we presented information regard ing our overa l l  goals,  general  

approach and assumptions, project faci l i t ies, EIR/S schedule, ongoing analyses that 

address their comments and comments requir ing further clar i f icat ion. Staff proposed 

the deve lopment of a  pre l iminary draft  work plan to addre ss some of the concerns 

expressed by CDFW in their  comment letter on the EIR.  

Prior Reservoir Committee Action: 

None.  
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Fiscal Impact/Funding Source:  

None.  

Staff Contact:  

Rob Thomson 

Attachments: 

None.  


