
Meet ing:  Phase 1 Reservoir Project Agreement 2017 Apr 21 

Sub jec t :  Reservoir Committee Meeting 9:30 – 12:30 PM 
Loca t ion:  Wests ide WD 5005 Hwy 20, Wil l iams CA 95987 

Conf. Room #7 on 28th f loor 
Call in: 1 310.372.7549 
Code: 895389 (no #) 

Cha i r :  Thad Bettner (Glenn-Colusa Irr igat ion Distr ict) 
V i ce  Cha i r :  Doug Headrick (San Bernardino Val ley Munic ipal  Water Distr ict) 
T reasure r  Jamie Traynham (Wests ide Water Distr ict) 

NOTE 1 :  Pa r t i c ipa t ion  by  phone a re  no t  
counted  in  quorum or  vo t ing .  
NOTE 2 :  Add i t iona l  par t i c ipants  were  on  
the  phone ,  bu t  d id  no t  ident i f y  themse lves .  

Status: Updated  Dra f t  Version: C  
Purpose: In fo rmat iona l  Date: 2017 May  13 
Caveat 1 Sub jec t  to  change Ref/File #: 12 .221-211 .017 
Caveat 2 Page: 1  o f  5  

MINUTES

ROLL CALL & QUORUM: Rol l  was cal led, which resulted in 18 el ig ib le representat ives 
in attendance plus 2 part ic ipat ing by phone. This equates to 88% of the current 
part ic ipat ion percentage being in attendance, which is greater than the 50% needed 
to have a quorum of the Reservoir Committee. 

ATTENDANCE:  See attached l ist .  

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Bettner cal ls the meet ing to order at 9:37 AM 

AGENDA APPROVAL:  It was moved by Jamie Traynham  and seconded by Bi l l  Vanderwaal 
to approve the Apri l  21, 2017 Sites Reservoir Committee Agenda as presented. 
Motion approved unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMNET PERIOD:  No members of the publ ic e lected to speak. 

1.  Chairperson’s Report:

1.1 March Status Report (Informational Attachment 1-1):

General Manager Watson provided a synopsis and stated the report out l ine and 
structure cont inue to evolve to ref lect the Reservoir  Committee’s needs.  General 
discussion was held with no act ion taken. 

1.2 Meet ing Calendar: 

Reservoir Committee: Consider proposed modif icat ions (Attachment 1-2): 

Based on general discussion, i t  was the consensus of the Reservoir  Committee 
that: 

a. The May 9 workshop should proceed as current ly planned.

b. A s ite tour wi l l  be planned for the morning of May 19. Depending upon
member interest,  a separate tour of the Red Bluff  and/or Hamil ton City
divers ion faci l i t ies would be considered.

1.3 An informational report out from the Apr i l  17 Author i ty Board Meet ing, with 
specif ic discuss ion related to the fol lowing: 
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1.3.1 Authority ’s Legis lat ive Committee: The March DC Tr ip. 

General  Manager Watson provided informat ion regarding the March 28-29 
meet ings in Washington DC; which were attended by Author ity Board Chair Vann, 
Author ity Vice Chair Durst, Author ity Member Sutton, and General  Manager, 
Watson. The purposes of the tr ip were to (a) discuss the congressional ly-
mandated feasibi l i ty study and (b) provide progress to staff  to both House and 
Senate representat ives. 

1.3.2 Author ity ’s Advocacy Committee: Current and planned act ivi t ies. 

General Manager Watson provided an overview of (a) recent editoria ls and 
art ic les re levant to the Sites Reservoir Project,  (b) an upcoming tour for students 
from SF State Univers ity,  (c) meet ings with landowners to answer their 
quest ions, and (d) a second set of letters have been mailed to native American 
tr ibes. 

1.4 On-boarding Status (Attachment 1-4): 

1.4.1 Report on the status of express ions of interest and/or requests to part ic ipate 
for discussion, possible act ion, and/or possible direct ion to staff.  

General  Manager Watson provided a staff recommendat ion that the Reservoir 
Committee accept Metropol i tan Water Distr ict of Southern Cal i fornia ’s 
(MWDSC’s) formal request to part ic ipate in up to 50,000 acre-ft.  of Class 2 water.  
It  was noted that at the Apri l  17 Author i ty Board meet ing, the Board acted to 
accept MWDSC’s request to part ic ipate sole ly in the Reservoir Committee, 
pending the Reservoir Committee’s approval. After discussion, the staff 
recommendation was unanimously accepted. 

1.4.2 Report on the status of the s igned agreements for discussion and possible 
direct ion to staff.  

General  Manager Watson provided an informat ional update. 

1.5 Document Label ing Standard (Attachment 1-5): 

General  Manager Watson provided a staff recommendat ion that the Reservoir 
Committee accept the draft standard pract ice for use.  After discuss ion, the staff 
recommendation was unanimously accepted. 

1.6 Maxwel l  Off ice: An informational report on the status of act iv it ies to restore 
the off ice for use. 

General Manager Watson provided a status of efforts to re-occupy the off ice. Al l  
demoli t ion work has been completed, which included removal of f loor t i les 
underneath the carpeting that contained asbestos. The next step is for Colusa 
County to execute a remodel ing contract so that a cert i f icate of occupancy can 
be issued.  In addit ion, the insurance c la im has been f i led, but the insurer is 
wait ing for other c la ims to be f i led before i t  can determine what i f  any amount 
of the Author ity ’s c la im wi l l  be paid. 
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2. Finance & Economics Work Group: 

2.1 Review Treasurer’s  report ( informational Attachment 2-1) 

Treasurer Traynham presented the Treasurer ’s  report and answered quest ions.  
The Authori ty had approved the payment of c la ims at the Apri l  17 Author ity 
Board Meeting. 

2.2 Revenue:  Provide a status of revenue received to date to ensure a l l  
part ic ipants are and have paid the same amount on a dol lar-per-acre-ft.  bas is. 

General Manager Watson provided an update of act iv it ies underway to account 
for a l l  payments received to date and to update the budget to ref lect the amounts 
approved for the amended work plan, which is an Exhibit  in the Phase 1 Reservoir 
Committee Agreement. This work is being performed by the new account ing f i rm 
retained by the Authori ty in February. 

2.3 2017 Budget Update (Attachments 2-3a, & 2-3b): 

Treasurer Traynham presented the Work Group’s recommendation to accept the 
proposed adjustments between budgeted l ine items for the Reservoir Committee 
to better al ign with the pr ior it ized f iscal  year 2017 work plan.  The adjustments 
do not change the Reservoir Committee’s overal l  approved budget for f iscal year 
2017 and does not change the phase 1 budget target.  After discuss ion, the Work 
Group’s recommendat ion was unanimously accepted by consent. 

2.4 Basis of Part ic ipat ion (Attachment 2-4): 

General Manager Watson discussed proposed changes to the draft document 
provided at the March 21 meet ing.  After discussion, the changes were 
unanimously accepted to enable the document to be used as the basis for 
updating part ic ipat ion based on current informat ion that inc ludes addit ional 
part ic ipat ion by those who have executed the Phase 1 Reservoir Committee 
Agreement.  This document wi l l  a lso serve as the beginnings for the development 
of a guidance document defin ing how the Phase 1 rebalancing process should be 
completed. After discussion, the changes to the document was unanimously 
accepted by consent. 

3. Document Review Work Group:  
Chairperson Better announced that he had agreed to remain the leader for this  
work group through the submission of the WSIP appl icat ion, which is  due before 
August 14.  Environmental Planning and Permitt ing (EPP) Manager Thomson wi l l  
provide direct support and coordinat ion. 

 

3.1 Working Draft  Environmental Impact Report & Statement (EIR/S) 

EPP Manager Thomson provided progress of efforts to have an administrat ive 
draft EIR/S ready for review; which Reclamation, as the NEPA lead agency, 
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intends to use to obtain comments from federal  cooperat ing agencies. It was 
noted that a couple of chapters are st i l l  under development. 

3.2 Feasibi l i ty Report  

Reclamation Project Manager Diet l  provided progress of efforts to have an 
administrat ive draft  Feasibi l i ty Report that wi l l  be advanced to draft in t ime for 
inc lus ion with the WSIP appl icat ion.  Current efforts are addressing the project ’s 
operat ions and methods to appropr iately monet ize benef its.  

Discussion of the Apri l  8 letter (Attachment 3-2): 

EPP Manager Thomson and General  Manager Watson described how the Apri l  8, 
2017 letter from Senator Feinstein and Congressmen LaMalfa and Garamendi 
al igns the development of Reclamation’s Feasibi l i ty Report with the WSIP 
Appl icat ion and then enables the Author ity to submit,  approximately 60 days 
after the Water Commission makes their determinat ion, a request for federal 
part ic ipat ion as authorized by the WIIN Act.   The letter a lso c lar i f ies that the 
Project wi l l  be advanced as a local ly- led project and therefore only requires 
Reclamation to submit their report to the Author ity.  The letter and current 
schedule st i l l  a l low Reclamation to complete a Federal Feasibi l i ty Report should 
i t  be determined later in t ime that addit ional author izat ions are needed for 
Reclamation to part ic ipate at a level  that is commensurate with the nat ional 
interest.  

3.3 Water Storage Investment Program (WSIP) Appl icat ion 

AECOM Project Manager Herr in described data needed from each Reservoir 
Committee part ic ipant in order to complete the WSIP appl icat ion. These items 
inc lude (a) the status of agricultural and urban water management plans, (b) 
groundwater basin informat ion, and (c) potent ial  benef its to disadvantaged 
communit ies as def ined in the WSIP Regulat ions. 

3.4 Schedule and approval processes (Attachment 3-4): 

EPP Manager Thomson and General Manager Watson discussed the process and 
proposed schedule to seek approvals from both the Reservoir Committee and 
Author ity as it  re lates to submission of the WSIP Appl icat ion, inc lus ion of the 
draft Feasibi l i ty Report with the WSIP Appl icat ion, and status of the EIR/S as 
either publ ic ly avai lable or as a publ ic draft . 

4. Other Work Group Reports:  
4.1 Members ’  Reservoir Operat ions  

Work Group Co- leads Kunde & Ruiz are planning to have work group meetings to 
advance the proposed reservoir  operat ions.   

CH2m Project Manager Tul l  provided progress of efforts underway to model 
c l imate change in accordance with the WSIP appl icat ion requirements and an 
overview of the model results being used in the EIR/S. 
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4.2 Site Works 

Work Group Leader Azevedo reported this work group wi l l  evaluate the reservoir 
re leases through either the spi l lway or dam’s out let works.   The underlying 
studies were performed pr ior to the Author ity becoming the CEQA lead agency. 

4.3 Power Faci l i t ies: 

Work Group Leader Vanderwaal provided the status of efforts to ident ify a 
preferred gr id interconnect ion strategy and strategy to develop the projects ’  
hydropower pumped-storage potent ia l .   Init ia l  efforts wi l l  focus on the need for 
system impact studies to understand the impacts associated with connect ing to 
either the PG&E or WAPA systems. 

4.4 Water Faci l i t ies 

There was no act iv ity to report. General Manager Watson requested a Work 
Group leader be ident i f ied sooner than the proposed post-August 14 date.   

5. Recap & Adjourn 

General Manager Watson provided a synopsis of the meet ing and requested 
input for next month’s meeting.  The pr imary act ions are (a) schedule the May 
19 tour, (b) not i fy MWDSC of their  acceptance, (c) f inal ize agreements and 
onboarding process. 

 
   

Chairperson 
Thad Bettner 

 General Manager 
Jim Watson 
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Current Voting Committee Participants (25): 
 Percen t  Par t i c ipan t  Represen ta t i ve  Al te rna te Others  

0.18 4M Water District  Wade Mathis 

1.14 American Canyon, City Steve Hartwig Jason Holley 

 0.59 AVEK WA  Dwayne Chisam  Dan Flory

 0.22 Carter MWC  Ben Carter

 1.47 Castaic Lake WA Dirk Marks  Rick Viergutz

 7.82 Coachella Valley WD  Robert Cheng Dave Charlton

 3.51 Colusa County.  Azevedo, Mike Gary Evans
Kim Vann

 11.29 Colusa Co. WD  Shelley Murphy Joe Marsh

 0.11 Cortina WD Glenn Kelley

 0.70 Davis WD  Jamie Traynham Tom Charter 

 1.92 Desert WA  Mark Krause

1.76 Dunnigan WD Donita Hendrix

P 0.88 Garden Highway MWC P Nicole Van Vleck Jon Munger 

 7.03 Glenn-Colusa ID  Thad Bettner Don Bransford 

 7.03 Orland-Artois WD John Erickson  Emil Cavagnolo

P 4.41 Pacific Resources MWC P Preston Brittian 

 1.05 Proberta WD  Dan Jones 

 7.03 RD 108  Bill Vanderwaal

 8.85 San Bernardino V MWD  Doug Headrick  Bob Tincher 
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  Pe rcen t  Pa r t i c ipan t    Represen ta t i ve    Al te rna te  Others  

 4.13 San Gorgonio Pass WA  Jeff Davis    

 7.08 Santa Clara Valley WD  Cindy Kao P Eric Leitterman  

 1.23 Western Canal WD  Ted Trimble  Greg Johnson  

 8.79 Westside WD  Allan Myers  Dan Ruiz  

 5.90 Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa  Rob Kunde    

 5.90 Zone 7 WA  Amparo Flores  Jarnail Chahal  
 

Non-Voting Committee Participants (2): 
Par t i c ipant    Represen ta t i ve /Other    Al te rna te /Other   

Dept of Water Resources  Rob Cooke  David Sandino  

  Ajay Goyal  Jim Wieking  D. Arrate 

Bureau of Reclamation  Richard Welsh  Don Bader  

  Mike Dietl  John Menniti  Brian Hughes 
 

Pending Committee Participants (3): 
Par t i c ipant    Represen ta t i ve    Al te rna te   

LaGrande WD  Matt LaGrande  Dennis Zachary  

Metropolitan WD  Randall Neudeck    
  Sergio Valles P Delaine Shane  

Westlands WD  Russ Freeman  Jose Gutierrez  
 

Others, Non-Signatory (7): 
Par t i c ipant    Represen ta t i ve    Al te rna te   

Glenn County      
Cal Water Service  Mike Hurley  Rob Kuta  
Maxwell ID      
PCWA  Ed Horton  Ben Barker  Darin Reintjes 
Roseville  Sean Bigley    
State Water Contractors  Eric Chapman  Allison Febbo  
Tehama-Colusa Canal 
Authority  Jeff Sutton    
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Authority & Consultants:  
Name Represen t i ng  

 Barbieri, Janet JB Comm 

 Barnes, Joe AECOM 

 Black, Lyna Ch2m 

 Brown, Scott LWA 

 Buchholz, Gwen Ch2m 

 Carlson, Nik AECOM 

 Conant, Ernest Young Wooldridge 

 Davis, Kim Sites Project Authority 

 Herrin, Jeff AECOM 

 Johns, Jerry Johns 

Name Represen t i ng  

P Oliver, Mark Ch2m 

 Thomson, Rob Sites Project Authority 

 Tull, Rob Ch2m 

 Watson, Jim Sites Project Authority 

 Van Camp, Marc MBK 

   

   

   

   

   

 
Other Attendees: 

Name Represent ing  Contac t  (Phone & E-ma i l )  

John Spranza Dudek  
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