
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTSIDE WATER DISTRICT 
5005 HIGHWAY 20 

WILLIAMS, CA 95987 
 

April 11, 2016 
Sites Project Authority Directors/ 

Alternates and Managers 
Workshop Agenda 

 
The Sites Project Authority Board will meet in a workshop setting to review, discuss and to 
provide guidance to staff regarding various administrative matters of the Authority. All items 
are listed in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act.  We invite all members of the public to 
attend. 
 
11:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER  

• Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The workshop topics may include:  

 
1. CALSIM 

a. Overview, 
b. Use in project development planning & decision-making 

(e.g. NEPA/CEQA, ESA/CESA & Clean Water Act), and 
c. Model results vs. real-time operations. 
 

2. Prior CALSIM studies: 
a. Range of alternatives modeled, 
b. Common modeling assumptions used, and 
c. Results: Estimates of water supply & public benefits. 

 
3. CALSIM in Water Commission’s Selection Process: 

a. Baseline and 
b. With climate change. 

 
4. Proposition 1, Chapter 8 application schedule: 

a. Water Commission’s schedule, and 
b. Sites Project Authority’s current schedule. 
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5. Current Studies: Sites Project Authority’s proposed project’s operations: 
a. CALSIM-related changes since prior studies were completed, 
b. Sacramento Valley demand: 

• Revised assumptions & preliminary results and 
• Operational strategies. 

c. Opportunities to create benefits in other areas:  
(e.g. American River, North Bay Aqueduct, South of Delta). 

d. Discussion of proposed recommended modeling assumptions (Attachment 1) 
Please note, the Board meeting includes an agenda item to determine what if any 
action should be taken. 

 
No action will be taken at this workshop.  

 
ADJOURN  
 
PERIOD OF PUBLIC COMMENT:  Any person may speak about any subject of concern, provided it is 
within the jurisdiction of the Directors and is not already on today’s agenda.  The total amount of 
time allotted for receiving such public communication shall be limited to a total of 15 minutes per 
issue and each individual or group will be limited to no more than 5 minutes each within the 15 
minutes allocated per issue.  Note:  No action will be taken on comments made under the Period of 
Public Comment. 
 
ADA COMPLIANCE: Upon request, Agendas will be made available in alternative formats to 
accommodate persons with disabilities.  In addition, any person with a disability who requires a 
modification or accommodation to participate or attend this meeting may request necessary 
accommodation.  Please make your request to the County Board Clerk, specifying your disability, 
the format in which you would like to receive this Agenda, and any other accommodation required 
no later than 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

All supporting documentation is available for public inspection and review in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Board located at 547 Market Street, Suite 102, 
Colusa, CA 95932 during regular business hours 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
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March 11  Board Meeting 
Board Agenda I tem 4d  


 
Top ic :  Sites Reservoir Project 2016 April 04 


Subjec t :  CALSIM Operations for Sites Project Authority’s  Proposed Project 


P rop osed  Recommendat ion:  


To advance the planning studies needed to prepare the Proposit ion 1, Chapter 
8 funding appl ication, accept the prior CALSIM modeling assumptions with the 
exception of the fol lowing clari f ications: 


a.  The faci l it ies associated with the proposed project are s imi lar in conveyance 
and storage capacity as those previously developed as Alternative C by 
DWR. 


b.  A Member’s benefit wil l cont inue to be based on their pro-rata share of the 
estimated long-term average annualized estimate of water produced.  The 
potential to different iate storage vs. water produced as a different ‘product’ 
wil l be developed as a Phase 2 schedule activity. 


c.  A Members’ abil ity to carryover some of their pro-rata share of storage in 
the reservoir wil l be based on San Luis Reservoir operations, where the 
abil ity is l imited to maximize the abil ity to export water south of the Delta 
in any subsequent year. 


d.  For a Reservoir Project Agreement Committee Member whose service area is 
in the Sacramento Valley, the target level of water supply rel iabil ity wil l be: 


• Based on an equivalent long-term average annualized storage of 
300,000 acre-ft./year. 


• The target level of long-term water supply rel iabil ity wil l be set at 
100% and apply equally to al l (i.e. individual members cannot elect to 
have a different target percentage). 


• Of the two reservoir operating strategies proposed, the “Shared” wi l l 
be used, not the “Priority” as it relates to reservoir f i l l ing and 
releases to meet water supply demands. 


e.  Water from the reservoir that is proposed to be made available to the State 
as Proposit ion 1, Chapter 8-el igible Publ ic Benefits wi l l have the same 
priority as for water supply rel iabi l ity, which is consistent with the 2009 
Delta Reform Act (Water Code § 85000 et seq). 
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f.  Operations of Sites Reservoir that enables carryover storage (and 
potential ly other) benefits to Sacramento Valley CVP and/or SWP reservoirs, 
wil l be given an equal priority towards Proposit ion 1, Chapter 8-el igible 
Public Benefits and towards water supply rel iabi l ity improvements for those 
Members to the Reservoir Project Agreement Committee. 


g.  Water that can be provided south of the Delta wi l l be assumed to be equal ly 
al located to those members to the Reservoir Project Agreement Committee 
whose service areas are south of the Delta.  Once the Reservoir Project 
Agreement Committee’s membership has been established, water that can 
be provided south of the Delta wi l l be al located in proport ion to the pro-rata 
share. 


h.  Water that can be provided to other geographic service areas (e.g. 
American River, North Bay Aqueduct) wil l  be based on input received from 
those who are members to the Reservoir Project Agreement Committee at 
the t ime the ful l CALSIM modeling effort wil l start.  Absent any such 
members, the prior model ing assumptions wil l apply for water supply 
rel iabi l ity and Proposit ion 1, Chapter 8-eligible publ ic benefits. 


i.  Until the Water Commission develops its requirements for addressing 
cl imate change (i.e. precipitation, temperature, and sea level rise), the 
working assumption wil l be to use parameters that are consistent to what 
DWR is using to advance other water infrastructure projects. 


 


NOTE: This document was developed based on (a) pr ior board meet ing 
discussions related to the creation of the Reservoir Project Agreement 
Committee and (b) input received at the March 31 Managers’ meeting. 
Modificat ions may be warranted based on the discussions held at the 
Apri l 11 Workshop. 
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